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The Museum

Albrecht Dürer (1471-1528)
“Joachim and the Angel”

Original woodcut, circa 1504

The Museum of Art of Chianciano hosts a series of collections 
ranging from Neolithic and Asiatic to Contemporary art. 
There are approximately a thousand works on display.
 
Visitors are able to view paintings and sculptures by artists 
such as Tom Nash, Salvador Dali, Sir Henry Moore, Frances 
Turner, Mario Schifano, Damien Hirst, Brian Willsher and 
Albert Louden, drawings by the likes of Magritte, Guttuso 
and Munch; historical works from Royal Collections and 
original etchings by masters such as Dürer and Rembrandt.

The museum is known for organising annual international 
events, including the Chianciano International Art Award 
and the Biennale of Chianciano. 
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Sir Henry Moore (1898-1986)
“Head”

Bronze Sculpture
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The Critic

Timothy Warrington was born in Birmingham in 1944 
and is a critical writer and curator based in London.

Warrington’s career has taken him all around the world 
in the search for art to exhibit in London. He was part 
of the organisation that hosted the largest and most 
important exposition of Bulgarian art ever curated 
outside Bulgaria, showing 300 artists. The exhibition 
was hosted in collaboration with the Bulgarian Embassy 
in London and was inaugurated by the Bulgarian 
Ambassador Mr Stancoff.  

The Slovenian Printmakers Exhibition was another 
reminder of the wonderful talent that Timothy brought 
to London, artists that are recognised and respected all 
around the world. “Italian Views” at the Lord Leighton 
Museum, curated by Timothy, was also a great success 
and a spotlight into contemporary Italian Art from 
institutions such as the Academy of Fine Art in Florence, 
Academy of Fiorino in Florence and The Academy of 
Fine Art in Rome.

Warrington has curated numerous books and writes 
opinions and exhibition critiques in the UK and the USA. 
Notably, he was responsible for the main publication 
related to Brian Willsher’s Bronzes, an artist who taught 
at the Tate and was praised by Sir Henry Moore as an 
artistic genius.

Timothy’s critical writing is very sophisticated - he has 
the power to translate the artist’s thoughts to the viewer 
with extreme clarity and competence. He was a member 
of the jury of Chianciano International Art Award 
alongside people like Gerard Bruneau who started his 
career with Andy Warhol.
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“Scream”, 2015/2016
Acrylic on canvas - 220 x 270 cm
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The Artist

Daniel Pešta is a well-established Czech multimedia artist. He 
was born on 1 May 1959, in Prague. After completing secondary 
school of civil engineering, Pešta studied at the Václav Hollar 
College of Art in Prague. In the 1970s, the lack of freedom 
under communism weighed heavily on Pešta,so he began to 
work independently and In the 1980s, Pešta was a part of 
the country’s alternative culture scene. In terms of artistic 
practice, Pešta collaborated with various bands and later he 
earned a living as a graphic designer, focusing predominantly 
on drawings and book illustrations. 

After 1989, Pešta left behind applied art and book illustrations. 
By the start of the new millennium, he was working exclusively 
with painting, from which he expanded into other forms of 
artistic expression. He spent two study trips in New York, in 
1998 and in 2000. After returning from his first study trip to 
New York in 1998, Pešta begins to experiment with a diverse 
range of materials such as paper, wax, leather, and transparent 
resin. Such tactile material enabled him to penetrate even 
deeper into the complicated nature of the human soul. These 
works balance on the boundary of naturalist rawness, touching 
on the most sensitive subjects such as birth, love and death. 

Another typical feature of Pešta’s works is the symbol of red 
thread or red string, painted in the color of blood. The string 
symbolises the inevitability of fate, but also the never-ending 
story of the human race. In terms of subject matter, Pešta’s 
work frequently touches on political or social issues.

Since 1992, Pešta has exhibited independently all over the 
world and has participated in impressive group exhibitions 
since 2000. Some of his most important projects include I 
was born in your bed, held at the 55th Venice Biennale in 2013 
and Personal Structures (Nocturnal Head Records), held at 
the Palazzo Bembo on the occasion of 56th Venice Biennale 
in 2015.  Pešta has also won many esteemed international 
awards in Mexico, Italy and Prague. In 2003, Pešta won the 
prestigious Florence Biennale 3 award in the category of new 
media, in Florence, Italy. 
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“I was born in your bed I”, 2012 - 2013
Video - 4:09 min

“I was born in your bed II”, 2012 - 2015
Video - 4:09 min
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The Critique
Daniel Pešta is an extremely eclectic artist who remarkably 
revolutionised the logical outcomes of a comprehensive artistic path, 
exceeding the boundaries of predefined techniques and media, also 
stimulating the viewer with his provocative oeuvre. From incisive 
mummified bodies to sinister and apathetic faceless crowds, passing 
through alien bodies and macabre pregnancies, Pešta is able to 
shake us all with his incredibly provocative works, reminiscent of the 
mystical Memento Mori imagery that is so much sedimented in the 
ancient Medieval roots of European art. 

With his avantgarde representations of vibrant metamorphosis and 
his focus on life cycle, Pešta admonishes the spectator to contemplate 
and aspire to higher purposes and superior virtues, beyond the 
immortality of our ephemeral body. Philosophically speaking, an 
afterlife of multifaceted souls becomes the symbolic inclination of the 
artist whose captivating figures emphasise a celestial redemption that 
starts from an intimate analysis of our corruptible flesh. Apocalyptic 
metaphors are curiously hidden in Pešta’s inscrutable compositions: 
he conceals the appearances of figures to show the core of human 
essence. Even in his multimedial creations, he is able to communicate 
a remote and forbidden fascination for the veiled concepts portrayed. 
In fact, Pešta is visionary in anticipating the observer’s emotions, 
touching our innermost sensitive cords and finally capturing our 
complete absorption in his intellectual references to the inevitability 
of mortality and impermanence of life. 

Each sculpture, installation and collage has a profound and unique 
meaning that Pešta conceived, investigated and scrutinised in order 
to convey a thought-provoking artistic scenario that, nevertheless, 
inspires an overwhelming freedom of interpretations of his cryptic 
atmospheres. Albeit the unequivocal anxious aura, the fierce awareness 
of the power of birth, creation and pure vital energy redeems and 
elevates our minds to wishful thinking. Daniel Pešta is an intricate 
artist that transcends a formal realism, communicating through a 
unique combination of inspirational sources resulting in an ingenious 
vision of an intrinsically timeless art.

Timothy Warrington
International Confederation of Art Critics



12

“Double Face I”, 2015
Wood, fabrics, bandage, bee wax - L: 100cm
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“Annunciation I”, 2014/2015
Wood, fabrics, bandage, bee wax - L: 70 cm
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“Puzzle” (Triptych), 2011 - 2014
Mixed media, latex, wood - 450 x 120 cm
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“Carmens”, 2012/2013
Mixed media, canvas, photographs - 180 x 150 cm
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